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1. (U) SEVERAL LIMA DAILIES ARE DISPUTING GOP
CLAIMS THAT AN ELECTRICAL STORM NEAR HUANCAYO
CAUSKD A 92-MINUTE ELACKOUT IN LIMA DECEMBER 14.
ACCORDING TO "LA REPUBLICA™, BLACKCUT WAS CAUSED
BY SENDERO LUMINOSO (SL) DOWNING JF ELECTRICAL TRANS-
MISSION TOWERS SOUTH OF HUANCAVELICA; DAMAZE WAS
REPORTEDLY ESTIMATED AT TWO MILLION INTIS
(144,2¢0 DOLLARS AT OFFICIAL EXCHANGE RATE) .
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.2, (U) INFLUENTIAL "FXPRESO" COLUMNIST MANUEL
D"ORNELLAS NOTED DECEMBER 12 THAT SL AUTEORSHIP
OF TEE ELACKOUT WAS CREDIBLE. TEE ATTACK FOLLOWED
SEVERAL RECENT DECLARATICNS BY POLITICAL AND MILITARY
AUTHORITIES (INCLUDING TEE PRESIDENT) TO THE EFFECT
THAT SL WAS ON THE RUN, WHICH D ORNELLAS BELIEVES
SPURRED SL TO DEMONSTRATE IT WAS STILL ACTIVE,
BE CEIDED AUTFORITIES FOR REPEATINZ ERROR OF

FELAUNDE ADMINISTRATION, WHICH REPEATEDLY FREDICTED
TERRORISTS® DEMISE, ONLY TO BB, Ae3 W PR B¥D° EY s STEPPLL o
UF TERRORISM., R e R &
S« (C) COMMENT: WE ARE UNARLE %1 RRESENL TDe ee & Soe
DETERMINE CAUSES OF BLACKOUT. IT 1S POSSIBLE IT
. WAS WORK OF SL.  WATSON
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